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Botanical Art for Beginners 
Part 4 Vegetables: Asparagus 

Asparagus is the subject of this tutorial, which accompanies a video on the website. This 
easy to find vegetable  has some lovely colour transitions from green to pink hues and good 
details to focus on.  
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Lighting 
As always make sure that the lighting is good on your subject, you should be used to this advice by now but I will 
continue to mention it albeit not in the same detail as before as you should now be familiar with the practice of using 
a lamp positioned at one side of the subject to create light and shade. 

• As in the previous exercise, observe and gather as much information as possible before starting.

• Take measurements of the subject. Height, width and widest point of the fruit are the most important
measurements.

• Mark out the basic measurements within a box shape.
• Make an outline drawing.
• When you are happy with the drawing, transfer it to the watercolour paper, using tracing paper and ca.

Refer to the video for guidance

Stage 1 Drawing and Tonal Value Drawing (using light and shade) Optional

• If you have time, make a monochrome study of the subject, you can do this with black paint, ink or a neutral tint.
Again, you have previously made monochrome studies, so I won’t repeat the detail but this activity will help you
to understand the different tones in the subject without the confusion of colour.

•

.
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Stage 2. Painting
Step 1. Before starting work out the colours: 

Make colour notes and work out all colour mixes, paint colour swatches and make notes for reference, as shown.  

1. The basic green hue is Cobalt Blue mixed with Winsor Lemon and a small amount of Quinacridone
Magenta. For lighter greens you may need Cerulean Blue and  Wiunsor Lemon and for the darker greens add
more Cobalt Blue and Quinacridone if necessary.
2. For the underlying pink colour, use a mix of quinacridone magenta with a small amount of Winsor Lemon.
then add a very small amount of Cobalt Blue. Varying shades of pink can be mixed as shown on the bottom
row, by playing withthe ratio of colour this can lean towards brown.
3.
4. You will need to adjust the colours depending on the colour of your particular asparagus.

Step 2. First wash, apply green
No underlying colours are used in this painting, instead the 
basic green hue mix is applied using a size 4 Winsor and 
Newton series 7 miniature brush. Keep in mind the light 
direction which is left clear of paint for the highlight. On the 
video tutorial you can see that the light is coming from the 
right hand side, Therefore the left side will have more 
colour and be darker in tone because this is the shade 
side. However, try to keep the outer edge soft as this will 
create the effect of a receding edge on the rounded stem.

Do not apply the green to the base of the asparagus as it 
is paler and more pink, you will need to grade the colour 
into the pink later so that they do not overlap. Overlapping 
green with pink makes the colour dirty and brown. 

Allow to dry completely before adding the pink. The pink 
mix can then be applied to the base of the asparagus. it 
may be helpful to dampen with clean water before applying 
the paint as this will facilitate the transition between green 
and pink. The small bracts can also be painted in at this 
stage. Step 2 is shown on the left hand side asparagus.
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Step 4. Build Depth and Detail: 
Switch to a smaller brush, such as a size 2 
miniature or detail brush. 

Start to build depth working with the dry 
brush modeling technique to build more 
form shadow by using a fairly concentrate 
mix of the shadow colour. This colour can 
be achieved by using more blue and a touch 
more red to the mix if necessary. Add  detail 
to the stem, base and top of the asparagus. 
Remember to refer to the introductory 
watercolour technique videos and exercises 
for reference as well as the asparagus video.  

Finally, pick out fine detail, such as the lines 
or indentations on the main stem. Define 
the edges of the bracts and the cut base. 

Step 3. Selective application of colour  to 
build colour and form

Continue to build the green by using a creamier 
mix of the basic hue.

This darker colour is applied over a slightly 
smaller area than previously covered and helps 
to create form. 

Then use the darker pink mix on the bracts.

Repeat the process on a second asparagus.

Once sufficient form has been created, detail 
can be added. 

Step 5. Finishing touches: 

Continue to work with a smaller brush, such as a size 2 
miniature or detail brush. 

Review the work and compare the colour to the actual 
asparagus, ask yourself whether any more work is required. 
Reviewing your work to decide whether or not it is finished is 
an important skill which develops with experience. 
Sometimes putting the piece away for a day can help you to 
decide. 

In the example shown, I deepened the green on the shade 
side and tidied some of the edges to define them.

I also defined the bracts as the top of the stem and added a 
small amount of a cerulean blue wash on the highlight to 
make it stand out, I reverted to the size 4 brush for this task 
and kept the colour very light.
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Exercise: 
Paint 2 asparagus, following the general guidance provided in this tutorial and refer to the video. Keep in mind 
that asparagus varies in colour and you may need to adjust the colours. 

Start by making a drawing and then make a final painting.  

When you have finished all of the vegetable paintings and preparatory studies from Part 4, please email them to 
coursework@botanicalart-online.com  




