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Botanical Art for Beginners 

Part 2 Flowers, Pink Rose Petal 

A good starting point for painting a flower is its petals. Painting petals enable us to understand simple 
form and texture, which will be essential when it comes to painting whole flowers. Some colours are 
more difficult than other, such as very light or dark flowers, a good place to begin is with pink or violet 
petals, as these are relatively easy mid-tone colours to work with. 

In this worksheet and accompanying video, a pink rose petal is painted, the technique is much the same 
in many petals and the approach regarding layering washes and dry brush is much the same as those 
used in all botanical subjects. You will of course need to learn different techniques for more textures and 
there are more curves and shadows to deal with. 

The tonal study is omitted from this tutorial but there is no reason why you could not make a tonal study 
of the petal if you find it useful and have time. 

The drawing is relatively simple and the approach is much the same as with all subjects, i.e. measure the 
maximum width and height and draw a box to contain the shape, then plot the petal shape in by paying 
careful attention to the angles.  Before painting, remove any excess graphite, I find it useful to work with 
a light pencil line using an H grade pencil, draw slightly large and work just inside the pencil line.  
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Step 1. Identifying the colours 

To paint pinks, you should first explore all of the reds in your palette, this includes the magenta colours. 
You will see that there are a number of light red/ magenta colours and these are the ones to work with 
to identify the basic hue in a pink flower. The colours that re most useful are Quinacridone Red, 
Quinacridone Magenta and Permanent Rose. Start by painting swatches which show the colour at 
saturation and diluted (as shown below). Then place the petal next to the colour swatches. Look for the 
colour that is nearest to the overall colour of the petal and mix the pinks if necessary. I will use all three 
colours in the petal because the colour varies, from cooler magenta to warmer reds.  

In pink flowers, blue is the complementary colour and I use Cerulean Blue to mix with the Quinacridone 
Magenta, to create a violet colour which is used to paint the shadows in before adding the pink. Blues 
and violets make clean shadows in pinks.  

There is a also pale yellow/ green near to the base of the petal and I use Lemon Yellow and Cerulean 
Blue for this mix.  

Step 2. First Wash 

With light coloured flowers it is easier to paint the shade colour 
in first, and this is the approach in this petal.  

Using a size 4 miniature brush to wet the whole surface of the 
petal with clean water.  

This should be shining but not so wet that the water would run 
down the page if raised vertically. Add the violet mix selectively 
in the shade areas, refer to the video for guidance. This will 
create form in the petal before pink is added.  

Allow to dry completely. 
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Step 3. Second Wash, Adding the Pink 

The pink mix can now be added on top of the 
violet shade colour. Begin by dampening the 
surface with clean water then add a mix of 
Quinacridone Magenta and Permanent Rose. 

Colour is added selectively working in the 
natural direction of the contour of the petal. 
Look at the fine veins for guidance on the 
direction. 

While the surface is still wet you can continue 
to add spot colour where there are darker 
more saturated areas and also use warmer 
colour (with more Permanent Rose) or cooler 
colour (with more Quinacridone Magenta). 
The lemon colour is added near to the base.  
Don’t worry if it looks a little messy at this 
stage and don’t be tempted to over work. 

Step 4. Adding Depth and Detail 

The final stage involves adding more depth 
and detail. Small areas can be dampened 
slightly to add colour selectively. Wetting 
the outer edge and dropping in colour 
creates a sharp outer edge. 

Using a size 1 or 2 miniature dry brush 
technique is used to model the surface and 
drawing dry brush is used to pick out detail 
where the veins and texture is found. Some 
Quinacridone Red is used in the pink mix for 
warmer areas on the left- hand side of the 
petal.  

The green is added at the base using a 
Lemon Yellow and Cerulean Blue mix.  

The shadows can be deepened if necessary using the violet mix. 
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Exercise:

Paint 4 or 5 pink petals, following the general guidance from this tutorial and referring to the video. 

Start by identifying the colours and painting colour swatches.  

NOTE: All petals differ in colour and may require slightly different colour mixes. 

Do not email the exercise until the end of Part 2 but you may post them to the Facebook group. 


